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  NOTI CE 

This order is subject to further 
editing and modification.  The 
final version will appear in the 
bound volume of the official 
reports. 

 

 
 

No.   08- 04 
  
In the matter of the Petition for Amendment to 
Supreme Court Rules (SCR) 31.01, 31.03, 31.05, 
and 31.07 Relating to Procedures for Reporting 
Continuing Legal Education (CLE) Credits 
 

FILED 
 

DEC 3, 2008 
 

Davi d R.  Schanker  
Cl er k of  Supr eme Cour t  

Madi son,  WI  
 

  
 
 

On Mar ch 31,  2008,  t he Boar d of  Bar  Exami ner s,  by i t s 

di r ect or  John E.  Kosobucki ,  f i l ed a pet i t i on t o amend Supr eme 

Cour t  Rul es 31. 01,  31. 03,  31. 05,  and 31. 07 t o change t he 

pr ocedur es by whi ch Wi sconsi n at t or neys r epor t  Cont i nui ng Legal  

Educat i on ( CLE)  cr edi t s.   An amended pet i t i on was f i l ed on Jul y 

24,  2008,  cont ai ni ng a r ed- l i ned ver si on of  t he pr oposed r ul e.   

A publ i c hear i ng was hel d on Tuesday,  Oct ober  14,  2008.   John 

Kosobucki  pr esent ed t he pet i t i on on behal f  of  t he Boar d of  Bar  

Exami ner s.  

At  t he ensui ng open admi ni st r at i ve conf er ence,  t he cour t  

vot ed unani mousl y t o adopt  t he pet i t i on.   Ther ef or e,   

I T I S ORDERED t hat  ef f ect i ve t he dat e of  t hi s or der ,  

Chapt er  31 of  t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es i s amended as f ol l ows:  

SECTION 1.  Supr eme Cour t  Rul e 31. 01 ( 1m)  i s cr eat ed t o r ead:  

31. 01 ( 1m)  " CLE"  means cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on.  
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SECTION 2.  Supr eme Cour t  Rul es 31. 01 ( 2)  and ( 6m)  ar e 

amended t o r ead:  

31. 01 ( 2)  " Commi t t ee"  means a panel  compr i sed of  compr i s i ng 

at  l east  3 member s of  t he boar d.  

( 6m)  " Repeat ed on- demand pr ogr am"  means an on- l i ne pr ogr am 

del i ver ed over  t he I nt er net ,  r epeat i ng consi st i ng of  a pr ogr am 

pr evi ousl y appr oved by t he boar d,  and gi ven at  a t i me of  t he 

at t endee' s choosi ng wi t hi n t wel ve ( 12)  mont hs of  t he appr oval  of  

t he on- demand on- l i ne pr ogr am.  

SECTION 3.  Supr eme Cour t  Rul e 31. 02 ( 1)  i s amended t o r ead:  

31. 02 ( 1)  A l awyer  shal l  at t end a mi ni mum of  30 hour s of  

appr oved cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on CLE dur i ng each r epor t i ng 

per i od.  

SECTION 4.  Supr eme Cour t  Rul e 31. 03 i s amended t o r ead:  

31. 03  Reporting requirement. ( 1)   A l awyer  shal l  f i l e a 

wr i t t en r epor t  under  oat h or  af f i r mat i on on desi gnat ed CLE For m 

1 shal l  be f i l ed wi t h t he boar d by a l awyer  on or  bef or e t he 

l ast  day of  t he r epor t i ng per i od Febr uar y 1 f ol l owi ng t he l ast  

day of  t he r epor t i ng per i od.  The wr i t t en r epor t  shal l  est abl i sh 

compl i ance wi t h t he at t endance r equi r ement  of  SCR 31. 02.    

( 2)   A l awyer  who has not  sat i sf i ed SCR 31. 02 and compl et ed 

t he r epor t i ng r equi r ement  under  sub.  ( 1)  by t he c l ose of  

busi ness on t he Febr uar y 1 f ol l owi ng t he l ast  day of  t he 

r epor t i ng per i od shal l  be assessed a l at e f ee of  $50 $100.  

SECTION 5.  Supr eme Cour t  Rul e 31. 04 ( 3)  i s amended t o r ead:  

31. 04 ( 3)  A l awyer  whose pr act i ce i s pr i nci pal l y i n anot her  

j ur i sdi ct i on t hat  has mandat or y cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on CLE 
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r equi r ement s and who i s cur r ent  i n meet i ng t hose r equi r ement s i s 

exempt  f r om t he at t endance r equi r ement  of  SCR 31. 02,  but  shal l  

compl y wi t h t he r epor t i ng r equi r ement  of  SCR 31. 03.  

SECTION 6.  Supr eme Cour t  Rul es 31. 05 ( 1)  and ( 2)  ( a)  ( i nt r o)  

ar e amended t o r ead:  

31. 05 ( 1)  Onl y  act i v i t i es Act i v i t i es t hat  ar e appr oved by 

t he boar d ei t her  bef or e or  af t er  t he c l ose of  t he r epor t i ng 

per i od may be used t o sat i sf y t he r equi r ement  of  SCR 31. 02.   

Lawyer s c l ai mi ng cr edi t  f or  act i v i t i es t hat  ar e not  al r eady 

appr oved must  seek appr oval  on a CLE For m 2 f i l ed 

cont empor aneousl y wi t h t hei r  CLE For m 1.  

( 2)  ( a)  ( i nt r o)  Up t o 15 hour s of  appr oved cont i nui ng l egal  

educat i on CLE r epor t ed on CLE For m 1 may be car r i ed f or war d t o 

t he next  r epor t i ng per i od i f  al l  of  t he f ol l owi ng condi t i ons ar e 

met :    

SECTION 7.  Supr eme Cour t  Rul es 31. 05 ( 2)  ( a)  1.  and 2.  ar e 

r epeal ed and r ecr eat ed t o r ead:  

31. 05 ( 2)  ( a)  1.   The hour s t hat  ar e t o be car r i ed f or war d 

r ef l ect  at t endance dur i ng t he r epor t i ng per i od cover ed by t he 

CLE For m 1.  

2.  These hour s r ef l ect  at t endance at  cour ses t hat  ar e 

appr oved by t he boar d ei t her  bef or e or  af t er  t he c l ose of  t he 

r epor t i ng per i od.   Lawyer s c l ai mi ng cr edi t  f or  act i v i t i es t hat  

ar e not  al r eady appr oved must  seek appr oval  on a CLE For m 2 

f i l ed cont empor aneousl y wi t h t hei r  CLE For m 1.  

SECTION 7.  Supr eme Cour t  Rul e 31. 05 ( 2)  ( a)  3.  and ( b)  ar e 

r epeal ed.  
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SECTION 8.  Supr eme Cour t  Rul e 31. 05 ( 2)  ( c)  and ( 5)  ( a)  1.  

ar e amended t o r ead:  

31. 05 ( 2)  ( c)  Cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on CLE pr ogr ams 

appr oved by t he boar d f or  l egal  et hi cs and pr of essi onal  

r esponsi bi l i t y  may not  be car r i ed f or war d under  t hi s subsect i on 

f or  t he pur pose of  f ul f i l l i ng t he l egal  et hi cs and pr of essi onal  

r esponsi bi l i t y  r equi r ement  of  SCR 31. 02( 2)  but  may be car r i ed 

f or war d under  par .  ( a) ,  subj ect  t o par .  ( b) .  

( 5)  ( a)  A r epeat ed on- demand pr ogr am may be used t o sat i sf y 

t he r equi r ement  of  SCR 31. 02,  i f  al l  of  t he f ol l owi ng condi t i ons 

ar e met :  

1.   The r epeat ed on- demand pr ogr am i s appr oved pr i or  t o 

bei ng cl ai med f or  cr edi t  by a l awyer  on CLE For m 1,  and t he 

l awyer  must  t ake t he on- demand pr ogr am no l at er  t han December  31 

of  t he year  af t er  t he year  i n whi ch appr oval  was gi ven.  

SECTION 9.  Supr eme Cour t  Rul e 31. 07 ( t i t l e)  i s  amended t o 

r ead:  

31. 07 ( Ti t l e)  Standards for approval of continuing legal 

education CLE activities. 

SECTION 10.  Supr eme Cour t  Rul e 31. 07 ( 1)  and ( 2)  ( a)  t hr ough 

( e)  ar e amended t o r ead:  

31. 07 ( 1)  The boar d shal l  desi gnat e t he number  of  hour s 

appl i cabl e t o t he r equi r ement  of  SCR 31. 02 f or  each appr oved 

cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on CLE act i v i t y.   

( 2)  The f ol l owi ng st andar ds shal l  gover n t he appr oval  of  

cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on CLE act i v i t i es by t he boar d:   
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( a)  The pr i mar y obj ect i ve of  any cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on 

CLE act i v i t y shal l  be t o i ncr ease t he at t endee' s pr of essi onal  

compet ence as a l awyer .    

( b)  The cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on CLE act i v i t y shal l  deal  

pr i mar i l y wi t h mat t er s r el at ed t o t he pr act i ce of  l aw,  

pr of essi onal  r esponsi bi l i t y  or  et hi cal  obl i gat i ons of  l awyer s.   

( c)  A Except  f or  r epeat ed on- demand pr ogr ams,  a 

mechani cal l y or  el ect r oni cal l y r ecor ded act i v i t y wi l l  be 

appr oved onl y i f  a qual i f i ed i nst r uct or  i s avai l abl e t o comment  

and answer  quest i ons.    

( d)  Cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on CLE mat er i al s shal l  be 

pr epar ed by and act i v i t i es shal l  be conduct ed by an i ndi v i dual  

or  gr oup qual i f i ed by pr act i cal  or  academi c exper i ence.   

( e)  Cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on CLE act i v i t i es  shal l  be 

accompani ed by t hor ough,  wel l - or gani zed and r eadabl e wr i t t en 

mat er i al s whi ch ar e avai l abl e t o at t endees at  t he t i me of  

pr esent at i on unl ess ot her wi se per mi t t ed by t he boar d.  

SECTION 11.  Supr eme Cour t  Rul es 31. 07 ( 3)  and ( 5)  ar e 

amended t o r ead:  

31. 07 ( 3)  The boar d may appr ove publ i shed l egal  wr i t i ngs 

f or  use t owar d t he cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on CLE r equi r ement  

under  r ul es i t  may adopt .  

( 5)  The boar d shal l  not  appr ove any cont i nui ng l egal  

educat i on CLE f or  l egal  et hi cs and pr of essi onal  r esponsi bi l i t y  

cr edi t  unl ess t hat  educat i on has a mi ni mum component  of  at  l east  

one cont i nuous hour  devot ed t o l egal  et hi cs and pr of essi onal  

r esponsi bi l i t y .  
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SECTION 12.  Supr eme Cour t  Rul e 31. 08 ( Ti t l e)  and ( 1)  and ( 2)  

ar e amended t o r ead:  

31. 08 ( Ti t l e)  Procedure for approval of continuing legal 

education CLE activities. ( 1)  Any per son desi r i ng appr oval  of  a 

cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on CLE act i v i t y shal l  submi t  al l  

i nf or mat i on r equi r ed by t he boar d.  

( 2)  Fol l owi ng t he pr esent at i on of  an appr oved cont i nui ng 

l egal  educat i on CLE act i v i t y,  each sponsor  shal l  pr ompt l y 

t r ansmi t  t o t he boar d a l i s t  of  al l  l awyer s i n at t endance.  

SECTION 13.  Supr eme Cour t  Rul e 31. 11 ( 3)  i s amended t o r ead:  

31. 11 ( 3)  PETI TI ON FOR REI NSTATEMENT.   The pet i t i on f or  

r ei nst at ement  shal l  st at e i n det ai l  t he manner  i n whi ch t he 

l awyer  has compl i ed wi t h al l  r equi r ement s under  t hi s chapt er .   

Onl y ver i f i ed at t endance at  suf f i c i ent  hour s of  appr oved 

cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on CLE act i v i t i es f or  t he per i od of  

suspensi on shal l  be consi der ed f ul l  compl i ance wi t h t he 

at t endance r equi r ement s of  t hi s chapt er .  

I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  ef f ect i ve t he dat e of  t hi s 

or der ,  t he Appendi x t o Chapt er  31 of  t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es,  

Rul es of  t he Boar d of  Bar  Exami ner s,  i s  amended as f ol l ows:  

SECTION 14.  SCR Chapt er  31 ( Appendi x)  CLE 1. 02,  CLE 6. 01,  

CLE 7. 05,  and 7. 06 ( 2)  ( c)  ar e amended as f ol l ows:  

CLE 1.02  For  t he pur pose of  admi ni st er i ng SCR Chapt er  31,  

t he mi ni mum number  of  per sons at t endi ng a cour se shal l  be t wo 

at t endees and one moder at or .   Fewer  t han t hat  number ,  and t he 

cour se shal l  be deemed t o be sel f - st udy and shal l  not  be 

appr oved f or  cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on CLE cr edi t .  
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CLE 6.01  Compl i ance wi t h cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on CLE 

make up r equi r ement s shal l  be a pr er equi s i t e t o r eact i vat i on of  

member shi p i n t he St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n.  

CLE 7.05  No cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on CLE act i v i t y t hat  

i s  of f er ed i n conj unct i on wi t h a meal  wi l l  be appr oved unl ess 

t he meal  por t i on i s al l ocat ed no l ess t han 30 mi nut es i n 

dur at i on and t he educat i on por t i on occupi es a separ at e per i od 

l ast i ng at  l east  50 mi nut es.    

Onl y under  unusual  c i r cumst ances wi l l  cr edi t  i n excess of  

1. 0 hour  be ext ended t o a cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on CLE 

act i v i t y of f er ed i n conj unct i on wi t h a meal .   

CLE 7.06 ( 2)  ( c)  Wr i t t en mat er i al s t hat  ar e devel oped and 

di st r i but ed at  cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on CLE act i v i t i es i n 

accor dance wi t h SCR 31. 07( 2) ( e) .  

I T I S ORDERED t hat  not i ce of  t hi s amendment  of  SCR Chapt er  

31 and t he Appendi x t o SCR Chapt er  31 be gi ven by a s i ngl e 

publ i cat i on of  a copy of  t hi s or der  i n t he of f i c i al  st at e 

newspaper  and i n an of f i c i al  publ i cat i on of  t he St at e Bar  of  

Wi sconsi n.  

Dat ed at  Madi son,  Wi sconsi n,  t hi s 3r d day of  December ,  

2008.  

 
BY THE COURT:  
 
 
 
Davi d R.  Schanker  
Cl er k of  Supr eme Cour t  
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